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JAMES MONROE BENSON 

Death of Pioneeb Resident of Sangamon, Gallatin anp 
Johnson Counties, and a Veteran of the War 

Between the States. 

James Monroe Benson was born in Sangamon County near 
where the City of Springfield, Illinois, now stands, February 
the 6, 1822. He was the son and Charles R. and Mary (Riggin) 
Benson, natives respectively of Virginia and Tennessee; his 
grandparents, Babel Benson and Nelly Soward, resided in 
Greenbrier County, Virginia; his father was born in Green- 
brier County, Virginia, September the 28th, 1793, and his 
mother, Mary ((Riggin) Benson, daughter of James Riggin, 
a Methodist minister, was born in Knoxville, Tennessee, June 
the 23rd, 1796. His parents were married in Knox County, 
Tennessee, April the 5th, 1821, and emigrated the following 
fall, to Sangamon County, Illinois. In 1830 his parents re- 
moved from Sangamon County to Gallatin County, Illinois, 
where he grew to manhood. His grandfather served in the 
Revolutionary war, his father served in the War of 1812 and 
he served as first lieutenant of Company K, Sixtieth Illinois 
Volunteer Infantry during the Civil War. He was converted 
and joined the M. E. church at the age of twenty years. He 
was married April the 29th, 1845, to Celinda Slack, of Johnson 
County ; to this union fourteen children were born ; three sons 
and a daughter survive him. He entered his farm on govern- 
ment land in Johnson County and resided on the same farm 
for sixty years. While comparatively a young man he deeded 
several acres of his land, on which is erected Wesley Chapel, 
where his funeral was held, to the M. E. church. For a period 
of more than forty years, he cared for the church - furnishing 
light and fuel without recompense, that his friends and neigh- 
bors might come and worship God in comfort. On September 
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the 17th, 1914, at the age of 92 years, 7 months and 11 days, 
he passed away at his home in Johnson County. Funeral 
services were conducted at the little church on the old home 
place, by his pastor, Rev. L. M. Leyerle, assisted by W. J. 
Peterson. He was borne to his last resting place in Graves 
cemetery by the loving hands of six grandsons, and escorted 
by twelve of his old Comrades in Arms and a host of relatives, 
and, there his old friends, neighbors and loved ones took a last 
farewell of this good man. 
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